Maximum Impact 2012
The Winning Team’s Strategy
Strategy #1 - Exercise the ___________________ explained by Jesus 
Matthew 22:37-39 - Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'”

Context: Jesus gives this response to a question from an expert in the Jewish law regarding the greatest commandment. Jesus’ response combines two Old Testament texts, Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.
Observations:
a. These two commandments are to be a priority
b. These two commandments are to be done whole- heartedly
Applications:
a. I am to worship God with everything I have
b. I am to love my neighbor with the same love I have for myself
For Maximum Impact:
Strategy #2 – Embody the _____________________ taught by Jesus Matthew 5:13-16 - "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.  You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”
Context: Jesus speaks these words in the midst of the Sermon on the Mount. This sermon gives to us the standards and expectations for kingdom living.

Observations:
a. As the salt of the earth we are slow decay, give flavor, and create thirst in the world around us.

b. As the light of the world we are to provide a beacon, drive out the darkness and provide enlightenment.
Applications:
a. I need to season, not be seasoned, through my lifestyle

b. I need to shine, not hide my light, through my good deeds

For Maximum Impact: 
Strategy #3 –Extend the ___________________commanded by Jesus 
Matthew 28:18-20 - And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

Context: Jesus is on a mountain in Galilee with His followers after His resurrection. He is giving to them their strategy for success after He leaves them.

Observations:
a. Jesus has all authority (Greek “exousia”) in everyplace. 

b. Our going is assumed – lit. “Having gone”. 

c. Making disciples, not converts, is the mandate
d. The nations (Greek “ta ethne”) are the objective
d. Identification (baptism) & Instruction (instruction) are the methods
Applications:
a. I must be discipled as well as disciple others
b. I need to be part of the identification, instruction investment cycle

For Maximum Impact: 
Strategy #4 – Emulate the _________________ exemplified by Jesus 
Matthew 9:36-38, 10:5 - When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest…….These twelve Jesus sent out” 
Context: Jesus has just ministered in the towns and cities. He had taught, preached and healed. He is now ministering to a large crowd.
Observations:
a. Seeing the need moved our Lord with compassion  

b. The multitudes were hurting, helpless & harassed, sheep
c. Jesus asks for prayer for laborers for the harvest

Applications:
a. I must look at the world through the eyes of Christ
b. Everybody needs a shepherd, I must be a shepherd to someone
For Maximum Impact:
Strategy #5 - Embrace the _________________ made by Jesus Christ

Matthew 16:18 –And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 

Context: Jesus is asking His disciples who others say He is and then who they say He is. Peter responds with His great confession of Christ’s Messiahship and Diety. Jesus then speaks these great words.
Observations:
a. The Church is built on the rock solid foundation of Jesus Christ

b. The Church belongs to Jesus Christ.

c. Jesus Himself will build it

d. As His Church advances, Hell itself cannot with stand its progress

Applications:
a. I need to realize that I am a part of Jesus’ church

b. I need to be involved in the building program
c. I need to see myself as part of an offensive onslaught on hell
For Maximum Impact: 
So….What’s it to me?
Matthew 6:33 - But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 
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Cross references: 

A. Matthew 9:36 : [Matt 14:14]
B. Matthew 9:36 : Mark 6:34
C. Matthew 9:36 : Num. 27:17; 1 Kgs. 22:17; Ezek. 34:5
D. Matthew 9:37 : Luke 10:2; John 4:35
E. Matthew 9:38 : [2 Thess. 3:1]
F. Matthew 9:38 : Matt 20:2; [Mark 1:12]
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